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THE P'INGTU CHALLENGE 

Standing just over 4 feet tall, she had mastered Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Italian, French and Spanish at 

Albemarle Female Institute (counterpart to the University of Virginia), and was one of the first women in the 

South to receive a master's degree. One Southern Baptist leader of the time called her the most educated (or 

cultured) woman in the South. 

She was saved at 18 and surrendered to the call to foreign missions in February 1873 after hearing a sermon 
on missions at First Baptist Church of Carterville, Georgia and sailed for China in July of that year. She died on 
December 24, 1912 on board a ship in the harbor of Kobe, Japan at age 72. Having served as a missionary for 
39 years she weighed only 50 pounds at her death because of her insistence on giving her food supplies to 
those in need. Though small in stature she was fearless in faith as she braved the almost insurmountable 
struggles of living in China.  

It was in December of 1885 that she relocated to the city of P'ingtu where she broke new ground for 

missionaries of that day by beginning to wear traditional Chinese dress rather than Western styles. This 

coupled with her command of the language and her love for the people opened the way for her to share 

Jesus. Her fearlessness was also seen in her relentless reminders to Southern Baptists in her letters of their 

responsibilities to reach China and the world with the Gospel. Here is just one example:   

May 1889 to the Foreign Mission Journal: 

One cannot help asking sadly, why is love of gold more potent than love for souls? The number of men mining 

and prospecting for gold in Shantung is more than double the number of men representing Southern Baptists! 

What a lesson for Southern Baptists to ponder!   

This little lady's name was Lottie Moon. This year on December 25th we will take up a special offering named 
in her honor.  Recently NSC received a letter from our International Mission Board thanking us for our 
generosity in giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for world missions. They specifically thanked us for 
being a part of the 2% (720 churches) of the 45,000 Southern Baptist Convention churches that met the 
P'ingtu Challenge. These churches together accounted for $14.6 million or 10% of the total given to the Lottie 
Moon Offering and are congregations giving $75 to $100 per capita.  Will you help us meet the challenge 
again this year as you pray and give generously on Christmas Day?  

For His Glory, Tim 



 

The International Missions Study will be held in 

conjunction with our December Prayer Focus on 

Sunday evening, December 11 in the sanctuary.  Join 

us as we learn more about how Southern Baptists, 

through our International Mission Board are reaching 

the nations and impacting lostness.  Come with a heart 

that is open to  understand how the Lord would have 

you be His Heart, His Hands and His Voice as you 

prepare for this year’s Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

 

Lottie Moon ingathering is Sunday, December 25.  

What is your part in meeting our national goal of $175 

million? 

Give that others might hear the good news and be 

drawn to the Savior whose birth, life, death and 

resurrection we celebrate! 

Dear Church Family, 

During the Christmas season that is upon us, it is hard for most of us to 

think of Jesus in the context of why He ultimately stepped out of heaven 

and into our world.  It is difficult to wrap our minds around the idea that 

the baby Jesus, wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger was born 

in the shadow of a cruel, old rugged cross.  And we must never forget that 

He came to die. 

Of the baby Jesus, Pastor and author John MacArthur wrote:  Those soft 

baby hands fashioned by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb were made to 

have two great nails hammered through them.  Those little chubby feet 

were made to walk up a hill and be nailed to a cross.  That sacred head 

was made to wear a crown of thorns.  His tender body, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes would be pierced by a spear to reveal a broken heart.  The death of Christ was no accident; 

He was born to die. 

According to Scripture, our Lord and coming King died to remove the curse of sin so that each of us might 

have the opportunity to be reconciled to the Father.  The writer of Hebrews sated it this way:  But we see 

him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor 

because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  (Hebrews 

2:9 ESV) 

He died so that we can live.  He tasted death on behalf of every man, woman, boy and girl. He came to die in 

my place and in your place – to be our substitute.  As a result, He has freed us to live for and with God the 

Father. 

Absolutely we rightly celebrate the miracle of the virgin birth during this Christmas season.  And all the more 

should we celebrate that God – mercifully and willingly – chose His only Son as the substitute who took our 

punishment and died in our place. 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!  ‘Tis the season, so let us rejoice that our Lord Himself, the Creator of 

angels, the Lord of hosts, willingly stepped out of His heaven and into this cold, dark, sin-laden world and 

made Himself lower than His creation – for our sakes.  What a Gift!  What a Savior! 

Merry Christmas, 

Bruce 



The Seniors of New Sandy Creek are looking forward to upcoming 

events in December. Our Travel Director, Frances Tharrington, has 

scheduled a trip to the annual Christmas program by the American 

Music Jubilee at Rudy Theatre in Selma on December 6. Our regular 

monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, December 13 at ten o'clock. Tony Broome will lead us with a very 

inspirational program followed by our traditional covered dish Christmas lunch. We invite all seniors to join 

us and share in this time of fellowship.   

Merry Christmas! 

Susie 

While they were sleeping  
It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were “keeping watch 

over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Was it chilly? Were they tired? When angels appeared with news of a 

Savior, had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a good joke?  

 

How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordinary night became the turning point of human 

history. How remarkable that God chose to set his great rescue plan in motion when only a young couple was 

paying attention and only a few shepherds were awake.  

 

God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if he’s there or if he cares. The Christmas story tells us 

that God works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the dark, often while we’re sleeping or going about our 

ordinary routines.   

1    Rebecca Hoyle 

3 Mary Sue Johnson 

4 Betty Blue 

7 Virginia Asbury 

       Alyssa Sears 

10 Sammy Franklin 

11 Greg Brame 

13 Hannah Burgess Walker 

14 Donna Massengill 

      Wendy Parker  

      Pam Wilder 

15  Kendall Ayscue 

      Kevin Long 

18 Kim Dunn 

19 Katie Franklin Reeves 

20 Joe Franklin 

21 Ben Breedlove 

22 Mike Denton 

24 Jeremy Pendergrass 

    Tommy Jacobs 

25 Jesus 

     Janet Pendergrass 

28 Jody Franklin 

31 Justin Munn 

 

If we inadvertently missed your birthday 

or anniversary, email or call Bruce at 

bfranklin07@gmail.com / 252.492.0715. 

The source 

“One day I read in the 10th chapter of Romans, 

„Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

Word of God.‟ I had up to this time closed my 

Bible and prayed for faith. I now opened my Bible 

and began to study, and faith has been growing 

ever since.”  
—D.L. Moody 

mailto:bfranklin07@gmail.com


12/4 David Ayscue, Steve Cannon 

12/11 Teresa Roberson, Karen Short 

12/18 Linda Parrish, Ed Blue 

12/25 Danny Wright, Dianne Jacobs 

 Cradle Toddler 

12/4 Elizabeth Jacobs 

Tommy Jacobs 

Leah Burgess 

Reneé Overby 

Thad Overby 

Jill Pendergrass 

Debbie Pendergrass 

12/11 Kristy Atkins 

Amanda Wilkins 

Powell Wilkins 

Tonya Kilgore 

Kevin Kilgore 

Allison Kilgore 

12/18 Pam Hoyle 

Leslie Moore 

Victoria Watson 

Cherry Ayscue 

Bonnie Gatewood 

Paula Watson 

12/25 Donna Massengill 

Susan Wheeler 

Mitzi Parrott 

Ronnie Parrott 

Debbie Burgess 

12/4 Wendy Parker and Carey Thompson 

12/11 Sandy and Courtney Elliott 

12/18 Jackie Ayscue and Karen Short 

12/25 * Special Services  - Children in Worship * 

12/7 Mary Sue Johnson 

12/14 Baptist Men 

  

12/4  Jessica Renn 

        Kristy Atkins 

12/11 Ruth Renn 

12/18 Sandy Elliott 

12/25 Shelly Perkinson 

        Kim Orr 

True hospitality 
A 7-year-old boy was chosen to be the innkeeper in 

the Christmas program. When Joseph and Mary 

approached him, looking for shelter in Bethlehem, he 

simply had to say there was no room. 

 

The kindhearted boy tried to take the sting out of the 

situation, however. “I don’t have room for you in the 

hotel,” he said. “But I’d love to have you come in for 

milk and cookies.”   



  

ROSE 

This flower, often shown as stylized artwork, is a 

symbol for Advent, the promise of the Messiah and 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ! ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊƻǎŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ 

Mary, and a red rose stands for martyrs. A wreath of 

roses symbolizes heavenly joy.  


