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òThe Value of a Good Watchdogó 
Dear Church Family, 

 The Burgess family sleeps better at night because we have a full time security guard. He works a rotating 

schedule that includes 1st, 2nd, and 3rd shift. Even better, he lives on the property (the parsonage). So, aside 

from frequent naps he is pretty much available 24/7 to handle any security breaches. 

He checks all incoming visitor IDs, announces all unusual activity, and alerts our family to all suspicious characters 

on the property, both human and animal. Now I know you are probably wondering why you have not seen what 

must be a hefty expense account on the church's budget for such sophisticated security personnel. But the cost of 

having this round the clock guard is really minimal. He eats the same thing everyday and drinks only water. You 

may have met him. If you drop by our house anytime you will at least hear his booming voice telling of your 

arrival. You will find him friendly, except to those who would pose any danger to his family. We affectionately call 

him Buddy (no last name). 

 You've probably figured out that Buddy is our family dog.  I just mentioned him to remind us all of 

the value of having a good watchdog. But the watchdog I want to recommend is someone who is acting in the 

interests of Christians by alerting us to danger and calling us to action. Our church family has made available an 

excellent article called "The Watchdog". The article is distributed monthly to those requesting it by email. The 

Watchdog provides cutting edge information about cultural, political, and social trends that affect Christians, 

families, and our nation. We have chosen to keep the Watchdog anonymous. We want the information shared in 

the article to be the focus of consideration and discussion, not the writer. Our church does not necessarily endorse 

every opinion expressed in the article and the writer gladly submits it under the supervision of the newsletter 

editor and church leadership. I simply want to bring this outstanding resource to your attention.                                         

 With rare perception and skill this godly writer distills from a variety of sources information on issues that 

impact every American. Any good watchdog at times may be considered too aggressive. The Watchdog may seem 

to be too hard-hitting at times. But a good watchdog's job is simply to alert its owner to possible danger and then 

it becomes the owner's responsibility to determine if the danger is real. Similarly, the Watchdog sounds the 

warning and it is up to each reader to decide if the danger is real and the suggested response sound. We offer this 

resource because as columnist Thomas Sowell writes "many people feel that the America they have known 

is being replaced by a very different kind of country, with not only different kinds of policies but also very 

different values and ways of governing"...and where something "of this magnitude does not happen all at once or 

in just one administration in Washington"...but is the "culmination of many trends in many aspects of American 

life that go back for years." As citizens and Christians God holds us accountable for America's future. We need 

trusted sources to help us make sense of the current landscape. I am grateful to be able to recommend the 

Watchdog. Let Bruce Franklin or Karen Short know if you would like to be included in the monthly emails. And 

be sure to let me know if you find it helpful. 

Yours in Christ, Tim    



 

Creation Reflections ð September, 2010 ð Bill Craig 
 I was talking recently with a young man who asked if I was still studying Genesis.  The answer was an 

emphatic, YES!  Then he asked which I believe - a young earth or an old earth interpretation.   That was a 

crushing question.  I must not be doing an effective job communicating my position all these years.  Of course I 

believe in a young earth!  I explained that I believe in a literal reading of the Creation record in Genesis 1 and 

2. 

 The young man replied that he too believes in the historical narrative nature of Genesis, but, that he 

thought maybe millions of years could fit into the Bible.  He went on to describe a complex, convoluted theory 

incorporating millions of years presented by a Christian scholar he respects.  We debated back and forth for a 

while and then he said, òTheology is constantly changing.ó  To which I replied, òThat may be true, but, the Bible 

never changes.ó  

 Theology indeed is changing.  Some Christian scholars who long ago rejected the Genesis record are now 

theorizing that there was no virgin birth, that Jesus was not physically resurrected, and that there isnõt a literal 

Hell. 

 Science is also constantly changing.  What was òfactó today may be rejected tomorrow.  All the theories 

that try to shoehorn millions of years into the Bible are simply compromising the Bible with what it is thought 

science has proven.  Instead of using changeable science to interpret the Bible, the Bible should be used to 

interpret science. 

 I recently read a book titled Already Gone.  The book discusses a 2000 Barna Poll revealing that 60% of 

young people raised in Christian homes and attending conservative Christian churches quit attending church 

when they get out on their own.   

 Last year, follow up research was done to try to determine the reasons for this terrible statistic.  The 

results were astonishing.  It was discovered that young people began doubting in elementary school, that the 

epidemic escalated in middle school, and reached a crescendo in high school.  Worse, those who attended Sunday 

school had more doubts than those who didnõt attend.  Whatõs going on?     

 It was found that twenty-somethings leave the church because they find the church to be irrelevant.  It 

isnõt the format or the music.  Itõs the lack of teaching the authority of Godõs Word.  Young people believe the 

Bible is full of òstories,ó fairy tales that have a good moral message but are totally disconnected from reality, 

things like Biology, Geology, and Anthropology. 

 I have been praying for the young man mentioned earlier.  He loves the Lord and has a great potential to 

influence the faith of many people.  However, if he isnõt consistent in his presentation, he may find himself 

standing before people who are physically present but who are already gone mentally and spiritually. 

 The last two Sundays, I spoke to combined Sunday school classes at Dexter Baptist Church.  We 

discussed three questions: 

What does the Bible say about origins? 

What does the Bible mean about what it says?  (Does it mean days? Or, does it mean millions of years?) 

Is the Bible right about what it says it means to say? (Does observable science prove the Biblical record?) 

 We read Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 which clearly states that God created everything from nothing by the 

power of His word during six twenty-four hour days.  Later genealogies reveal that this happened about 6,000 

years ago. 

 We decided to let Scripture interpret Scripture rather than accepting the opinions of men.  We discussed 

four things from the Bible that prove the Bible means days of Creation, not millions of years: 

1. Everywhere in the Old Testament the Hebrew word for day, YOM, is combined with a number or a 

descriptor such as evening or morning, it always means a twenty-four hour day.  God repeated this 

combination six times in triplicate in Genesis 1 just to make sure we got it right. 

2. Exodus 31:18 says God wrote the Ten Commandments on tables of stone with His own finger.  One of 

those Commandments, Exodus 20:8-11, says God created everything in six days and rested the seventh 

day, so, we should do all our work in six days and rest the seventh.  Obviously, God is talking about literal 

days, not time periods of millions of years. 

3. In Matthew 19:3-6 the Pharisees are quizzing Jesus about marriage and divorce.  Jesus answered by 

saying, òHave ye not read?ó and then He goes on to quote from Genesis 1:27 and Genesis 2:24.  Clearly, 

Jesus viewed Genesis as real, literal, authoritative history. 

4. The distribution of finite verbs in Hebrew narrative writing proves that Genesis 1:1 ð 2:3 is narrative and 

not poetry or metaphor. 

 Rather than accepting the opinions of fallible men who werenõt there and who donõt know everything, we 

should accept the Word of the all powerful God who was there, who orchestrated everything, and who wrote an 

eyewitness account of what happened.  Teaching Godõs Word as real and authoritative is the antidote for the 

epidemic of church desertion. 



Baptist Men Upcoming Events  

 
ωȾρφ -ÅÎͻÓ  -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ  χÐÍ ͽ*ÁÍÉÅ &ÁÌËÎÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ 
 
9/18 Men's Workday with Rebuilding Hope.  7:30am 
 
10/21 Men's  Meeting  7pm Location  TBA 
 
10/31 Men's Breakfast 7:30 am 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 Recently I was challenged with the question, would you describe yourself as an òon-fireó 

Christian?  Contemplating that question, I recalled the words of John that Baptist as he was 

carrying out his ministry of preparation for Jesus:  John answered them all, saying, òI 

baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

(Luke 3:16 ESV) 

Of course, that first question led to a couple of additional ones: If you donõt feel the fire within, what has extinguished 

it?  and  What happened to the inner glow of joy, excitement and enthusiasm?  I believe that as Christians, our ultimate 

desire should be to live as fire-filled people, completely sold out for Christ. 

In perhaps one of His most challenging sayings, Jesus told us, òI came to cast fire on the earth, and would 

that it were already kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 

accomplished! (Luke 12:49-50 ESV)  Recalling the words of John the Baptist in Luke 3:16, we understand what 

Jesus meant.  Following His suffering on the cross and the victory of His resurrection, He returned to live in His 

disciples, setting them on fire with love, power and a passion to serve. 

 Jesus Himself living in us is the fire we are promised for today.  When His Spirit takes up residence in us, 

we are set on fire.  Pastor and author Lloyd Ogilvie wrote that He is our intellectual fire as He thinks His thoughts 

through us.  He is our emotional fire as He loves through us.  He is our volitional fire as He gives us the courage to do what servant 

hood demands. 

 While our own resources are often burned out, His are limitless.  May He continually set us aflame with 

the fire of His Spirit, making us radiant with His love each day.  Iõll close with this daring prayer penned by Amy 

Carmichael: 

Flame Of God 

From prayer that asks that I may be  
Sheltered from winds that beat on Thee, 

From fearing when I should aspire, 
From faltering when I should climb higher 

From silken self, O Captain, free 
Thy soldier who would follow Thee. 
From subtle love of softening things, 

From easy choices, weakenings, 
Not thus are spirits fortified, 

Not this way went the Crucified, 
From all that dims Thy Calvary, 

O Lamb of God, deliver me. 
Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope no disappointments tire, 
The passion that will burn like fire; 

Let me not sink to be a clod; 
Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God. 

Held by Him, 

Bruce 



VOICE OF THE MARTYRS 

India: Twelve Believers Arrested  

On Aug. 15, police in Mandya district, Karnataka, India, arrested a pastor and an 

evangelist with India Campus Crusade for Christ, along with 10 other believers, 

according to The Voice of the Martyrs contacts.  

  Pastor Satish and evangelist Ravi were conducting a service in a believerΐs home when 

about 30 people entered the home and started attacking them and accusing them of 

forcibly converting locals. Police arrested the 12 Christians after the attack, and at 

last report they were still in detention.  

Pray for the pastor, evangelist and other believers in detention. Pray that their 

testimonies will draw non Έbelievers into fellowship with Christ. VOM assists believers 

in India with Christian literature and Bibles for Christian workers like Pastor Satish 

and evangelist Ravi.  

Copied from www.persecution.com 

 

Journey of  Faith 
 

Journey of  Faith is now in its ninth month of  ministry, and God has been blessing us as we 

continue to grow and minister to those who struggle with addictions. We also minister to the 

families of  those who are touched by the grip of  addiction. Satan has been busy launching 

fiery darts at both the helpers of  this ministry, as well as those being helped by it. We 

continue to stand fast without wavering (Heb 10:23), being ever diligent to raise the shield of  

faith (Eph 6:16), effectively quenching all those darts. We earnestly covet the prayers of  our 

church family as we continue to fight hell by the acre, tearing down strongholds, and 

establishing Christ as the solution to all addictions. We would like to thank those who have 

made contributions to the ministry. Your contributions have made it possible for us to 

purchase road signs that lead others to meetings, and they are clearly working. Your 

contributions have also made it possible for us to purchase 10, NLT Life Application Study 

Bibles, which we got a great deal on from Hills Music Shoppe. For those persons who attend 

the meetings and make it through 12 meetings, which equals the 12 steps, we reward them 

with a bible to further their study in the word. These bible presentations are awesome to 

witness, and are warmly received with thankfulness! We hope to be able to provide these 

rewards as long as we can, they really make a difference in peoples lives as we invest 

ourselves in what God is doing.  

Bible Quiz 
The 12 men in Jesusô inner circle of followers had a variety of backgrounds, but most of their 

occupations are unknown. Which combination of jobs listed below correctly matches 2 of Jesusô 

disciples? 

A. Fisherman and Doctor 

B. Fisherman and Tax Collector 

C. Carpenter and Tax Collector 

D. Fisherman and Farmer 

 
 

Answer: B  (See Matthew 4:18 and 10:3) 

 



òEmmanuel, Celebrating Heavenõs Childó 

We will be begin practice on September 6th  

7:00 to 7:30 pm so if you need to leave early, 

you may do so. We would love to have anyone 

sing that would desire to do so. There is no 

age limit.  Letõs all sing to the Glory of God! 

If you have any questions please contact  

Mrs. Phyllis Burnette  

 

2010 PROVERBS 31 Weekend Conference  

 

Saturday, September 25 th .  

 

Tracie Miles from Proverbs 31 will be our keynote speaker .  

  

Woman Overboard! Finding a Ribbon of Calm in a Sea of Stress  

and  

  Loving The Woman In The Mirror: Learning To See Godôs Reflection In 

You   

    The cost is $15 in advance, $20 at the door .  

Up Coming Events 

 

September 2, Deaconõ Meeting 

 

September 10. Family Movie Night 

 

September 14, Seniors Meeting 

 

September 20, M. Stevens Meeting 

 

September 27, Buildings and Grounds Meeting 

Let everything that  breathes sing praises to the Lord!        

Praise the Lord !  Psalm 150:6 



TEAMKIDS               

UP COMING 

EVENTS  

 

October 22 -  

Campout at 

rfc A_llml~q 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and youth of 

this nation returning to schools and colleges. May 

your  Holy Spirit enlighten their minds, purify their 

vision and strengthen their wills.  Protect them as 

they learn in the classroom and participate in 

activates outside it. May they learn to follow in 

your steps, just as You grew in wisdom and 

stature, and in favor with God and man,. Amen  


